sites. In April, the Kitsap Transit Board of Directors
adopted a SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS)
for the proposal. Following completion of the SEPA
process, permit applications will be submitted to the
regulatory agencies. Team members have been
coordinating with the agencies to address concerns that had
been previously raised about conducting a beach
nourishment pilot study, and will continue to work closely
with agency staff during the permitting process.

Environmental Review of Fast Ferry
Operations

Plans are being made for the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) following the
completion of sea trials for the new research vessel. The
EIS process enables government agencies and interested
citizens to review and comment on proposed actions and
assists the agencies and project proponents in improving
their plans and decisions. This process also encourages
resolution of concerns or problems.

This EIS will be geared toward evaluating the
environmental effects of regular passenger only fast ferry
operations on the Seattle-Bremerton route. The EIS will
address the short-term and long-term impacts and benefits
of fast ferry operations and evaluate measures to mitigate
any adverse effects on the shoreline, aquatic habitat,
aquatic organisms, and other aspects of the environment.
The analyses will have a strong focus on Rich Passage, but
will also evaluate the environmental effects of regular fast
ferry operations along the entire ferry route.

As part of this effort, a series of public “scoping” meetings
will be held to solicit input from waterfront property
owners, regulatory agencies, Tribal organizations, and the
general public on issues of special concern and to comment
on the scope and content of the EIS. These meetings are
being planned for late fall 2009. Public notices for the
scoping meetings will be distributed later this year once the
meeting locations and schedules have been finalized.

Wi’roject Information & Feedback

Property owner participation is essential to the success of our research
program and we encourage your input regarding this study and the plans
for future work.

Further information on the study can be obtained from the project website:
www. pugetsoundfastferry.com or by sending e-mail to:

Marie Garrett at marieg@ pie-plic.com or
Pamela Bacha at pamelab@pie-plic.com

www. pugetsoundfastferry.com
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For up-to-date information,
please check our website at:
www. pugetsoundfastferry.com or

call Marie Garrett at
(509) 669-1800.

Newsletter for Waterfront Property Owners

Rich Passage

Passenger Only Fast Ferry Study

Introduction: The primary objective of the Rich Passage Passenger Only Fast Ferry (POFF)
Study is to develop the scientific basis to identify and minimize the potential impacts of candidate
POFF vessels on the shorelines of the Seattle-to-Bremerton ferry route. This includes the collection
of data and development of predictive tools that can be applied prior to implementing a POFF
operation. Not only is the study of relevance to Rich Passage, but the results and methodologies
developed have application in any environmentally sensitive area where high-speed passenger ferry
or commercial-scale vessel operation is being evaluated. This newsletter shares current results and
progress of the study with Rich Passage waterfront property owners.
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Beach Observations Continue

The research team has continued beach profile monitoring surveys and beach photo observations on a
quarterly basis within the study area to characterize baseline seasonal variations and conditions.
Beaches exhibited their typical winter profile and sediment distributions; the relative elevation of
sediment at the toe of the bulkhead decreased at most locations, but no extreme scarping or erosion
was observed. These observations are in keeping with typical seasonal cycles of beach elevation
change within Rich Passage. The photo comparison below shows the elevation difference between
the summer condition (May 20, 2008) and the winter condition (January 16, 2009) at a bulkhead on
the southeast side of Point White. Above the photos is a timeline of the beach elevation relative to
October 2005 levels. The timeline shows the largest amount of downcutting at the bulkhead
occurring in February 2006, January 2007, December 2007, and January 2009, and recovery every
following summer.
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Bulkhead on southeast side of Point White, Bainbridge Island.
May 20, 2008 (left) and January 16, 2009 (right)
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